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After a jampacked Michaelmas, SciSoc is 
back with a host of speakers and events 
to fill your Lent term. With opportunities to 
enjoy our Annual Founders’ Dinner, run for 
a committee position at our annual elections 
and attend our continued line-up of superb 
speakers, this Lent guarantees to be an excellent 
term for all involved with the Society.
 
This year, our Founders’ Dinner will be held 
at Trinity College on Saturday 11th February. 
This event is not to be missed, promising 
outstanding food, a unique venue and excellent 
company.We are also delighted to be hosting 
Sir John Gurdon and Sir Gregory Winter at 
this year’s dinner. Be sure to act quickly once 
bookings open, as tickets will sell out quickly!

In other news, SciSoc elections are approaching 
and the opportunity to join next year’s SciSoc 
committee is now on the horizon. Want 
to gain unique experience in running the 
largest science society in Cambridge? Have 
a vision for the Society that you want to see 
become a reality? Want to work alongside 
highly motivated, like-minded individuals? If 
the answer to any of these questions is yes, 
we’d love to hear from you – further details 
on the available positions will be released 
soon, and please remember to apply before 
the deadline on Friday 24th February! 
 
We look forward to seeing many of you over 
the coming weeks, and a brilliant term ahead.



17th January

24th January

24th February

28th February

11th February

14th March

7th February

The Health Gap: 
The Challenge of an Unequal World 
Professor Sir Michael Marmot

Light and the Body Clock: 
A New Photoreceptor System 
Within the Eye
Professor Russell Foster

Submission of Manifestos

The Science of
Climate Change
Professor Joana Haigh

Committee Elections

The Path to Delivering 
Nuclear Fusion Power 
Professor Ian Chapman

Annual 
Founders’ Dinner
Sir Gregory Winter 
& Sir John Gurdon

Towards Earlier Diagnosis for 
Cancer of the Oesophagus
Professor Rebecca Fitzgerald

Can Future Energy Needs 
be Met Sustainably?
Professor Sir Chris 
Llewellyn Smith

Why Scientists Should 
Also be Revolutionaries
Professor David Nutt

Timeline

21st February

7th March

31st January



the challenge of an unequal world

THe
HEALTH GAP

Professor Sir Michael Marmot 
Director of the Institute of Health Equity

Professor Joanna Haigh 
Professor of Atmospheric Physics & Co-Director of 
the Grantham Institute of Climate Change & the 
Environment at Imperial College London

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3 Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3

Reducing health inequalities is a battle for 
social justice. Sir Michael Marmot , Director 
of the Institute of Health Equity, will be 
discussing this key issue and proposing 
the strategies that we need to develop to 
confront the social gradient in health. He 
will demonstrate the evidence that national 
policies can make a huge difference and 
that much can be done  in cities, towns and 
local areas. Later he will put forward the 
next steps and how we must address the 
conditions in which people are born, grow, 
live, work and age to tackle the health gap 
and take action.

17th January

24th January

Science of
THe

CLIMATE
CHANGE

Over the past 165 years, the surface temperature 
of the Earth has increased by about 0.8°C. Climate 
scientists are overwhelmingly of the opinion that 
the majority of this warming results from the effect 
of gases emitted into the atmosphere by human 
activities.  How can we be sure that this is the 
case?  Does it matter? What can we say about the 
future? Joanna Haigh is Co-Director of the Grantham 
Institute of Climate Change and the Environment at 
Imperial College London. She will be outlining the 
evidence for climate change and demonstrating how 
we can construct computer models of the climate to 
investigate how climate processes work. Later, she 
will explore the different approaches to tackling 
climate change and where the world is heading 
following the United Nations climate change 
negotiations in Paris in Nov/Dec 2015.



Light
BODY CLOCK

and the

A new photoreceptor system
31st January

7th February

Until the late 1990’s it seemed inconceivable to most vision researchers 
and ophthalmologists that there could be an unrecognised class of 
photoreceptor within the mammalian eye. However, by studying how 
circadian rhythms and sleep are regulated by the dawn/dusk cycle it was 
shown that there indeed exists a “third class” of photoreceptor based upon 
a small number of photosensitive retinal ganglion cells (pRGCs). Professor 
Russell Foster, Director of the Sleep and Circadian Neuroscience Institute, 
will explore the research that led to this discovery, the clinical implications 
of this work, and recent findings on how the pRGCs interact with the 
molecular systems that generate circadian rhythms and sleep.

Professor David Nutt is Professor of Neuropsychopharmacology at Imperial 
College London. His work focuses on exploring the causes of addiction and 
other psychiatric disorders and searching for new treatments. His talk will 
focus on the concept of a ‘revolutionary’ and he will discuss his views and 
experience of censorship on present day research findings as a result of the 
war on drugs and how this has hugely impaired advances in brain science 
and psychiatry.

Professor Russell Foster
Director of the Sleep & Circadian Neuroscience Institute at Oxford University

Professor David Nutt
Professor of Neuropsychopharmacology at Imperial College London

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3 Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3

Why scientists 
should also be 
revolutionaries



Towards
earlier

oesophagus

diagnosis for 

cancer of the

21st February

28st February

Professor Rebecca Fitzgerald
Honorary Consultant in Gastroenterology 
at Addenbrooke’s Hospital

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3

Professor Rebecca Fitzgerald will join us to 
discuss the challenges of developing methods of 
molecular diagnoses of cancer, and the difficulties in 
implementing these as new test procedures through 
the NHS. Professor Fitzgerald is a tenured Programme 
Leader at the MRC Cancer Unit, working to improve 
methods for early detection of oesophageal cancer 
through better understanding of its molecular 
pathogenesis. With oesophageal adenocarcinoma 
becoming the most prevalent form of oesophageal 
cancer in the western world, Professor Fitzgerald will 
be discussing how we can use specific markers to 
tailor treatments to the patient and thereby improve 
patient outcomes and prognoses. 

Professor Ian Chapman
CEO of the UK Atomic Energy Authority, 
CEO of the Culham Centre for Fusion Energy

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3

The path to delivering 

nuclear
fusion power

Professor Ian Chapman, CEO of the UK Atomic Energy Authority, will be 
joining us to discuss the UK Fusion Programme. He will be presenting an 
integrated design for a nuclear fusion power plant and the challenges 
that remain in order to realise nuclear fusion as a source of sustainable 
energy, as well as future opportunities in the field. Professor Chapman’s 
primary research interests lie in understanding and controlling macroscopic 
instabilities in fusion plasmas, with a view to developing techniques for 
plasma control. We look forward to hearing his perspectives on nuclear 
fusion power and its potential for the future. 



Can Future 
Energy Needs be 
Met Sustainably?
14th March

Professor Sir Chris Llewellyn Smith
Director of Energy Research at Oxford University

Featuring Guests
Sir Gregory Winter & Sir John Gurdon

8.00pm at the 
Pharmacology Lecture Theatre, Tennis Court Road

7.00pm for 7:30pm at the 
The Old Kitchens, Trinity College, Cambridge

Members: Free   |   Non-members: £3 Members: £35   |   Non-members: £50

Global energy consumption is increasing rapidly and with it the burning 
of fossil fuels. This is unsustainable and decarbonisation is imperative in 
order to reduce air pollution, rebalance relations between oil producing 
and importing countries, and to moderate climate change. Unfortunately, 
it is probably impossible with today’s technology to achieve this at a price 
society will be willing to pay. Professor Sir Chris Llewellyn Smith, ex-Director 
General of CERN, will review progress in decarbonisation, and later discuss 
the technical, economic and political challenges that will have to be met in 
order to meet future needs sustainably.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
The

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
ANNUAL FOUNDERS DINNER
11th February



Presidents’ Thanks

We would like to express our greatest 
appreciation to everyone who has been involved 
in the Society over the past year, in particular to 
our current committee members, whose brilliant 
work has been the core driving force behind 
the changes in SciSoc this year. Our thanks and 
appreciation go to:

Annika Esch  Katharine Taylor 
Adam Fountain Ana Hernández 
Yanbo Yin  James Cory-Wright
Ginny Rutten Emma Young

Thank you to our  Academic Advisory Board 
for their continually valuable feedback and 
commitment to our Society:

• Dr Peter Stern 
• Dr Julia Riley  
• Dr Andrew Howe 
• Dr Rend Shakir  
• Dr Kourosh Saeb-Parsy 

Thank you to our patrons, for their generous 
support of SciSoc. 

• Sir Michael Atiyah OM FRS FRSE 
• Sir Aaron Klug OM FRS
• Sir Paul Nurse PRS
• Professor Heinz Wolff FRCP (Hon) FRSA 
• Professor Antony Hewish FRS  
• Sir Salvador Moncada FRS FRCP
• Professor Lord Martin Rees OM FRS
 
Honorary member: HRH the Duke of Kent

And finally, thank you to our designers at 
Crucible Creative who have helped us to create 
our new branding and have done a superb job of 
this year’s publicity. 

Craig Slade                 Alex Curtis                John Hughes

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
The

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
COMMITTEE ELECTIONS
Want to be part of the largest science society in Cambridge?
President
Vice President
Secretary
Junior Treasurer
Events & Socials
Logistics & Hospitality

Sponsorship 
Publicity 

IT 
Outreach 
Speakers 

Membership

Send a statement of application to president@scisoc.com 
by Friday 24th February

Join us for the elections at 8.00pm, 7th March 
at the Pharmacology Lecture Theatre

Thank you to our incredibly generous sponsors, who have provided the all important financial 
support to allow us to deliver an exciting and dynamic program of events each term: 



£36k

tpp-uk.com/cam
 TPPCareers      @TPP Careers

No experience required

TPP will be holding a series of events and on-site 
interviews in Cambridge during the week 
commencing 13th February 2017.

up to

TPP is a leading IT company, dedicated to delivering innovative 
healthcare software. We are known for our outstanding 
achievements across the NHS, with over 6,000 organisations in the 
UK using our SystmOne software.

We now operate on an international scale with projects ongoing in 
the Middle East and China, and are always open to new 
opportunities across the world.

starting
salary

Like what you see?

“

TPP is a place where it's not about working for someone, 
but instead working with a lovely bunch of like minded 
people to build great things
Ankit, MA Natural Sciences, King’s College “

“

I used to imagine myself having a future career in the 
London area, but in the short time I’ve lived up here,
I’ve decided that I never want to leave Leeds
Paul, BA Music, Emmanuel College “

“


